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How Do University Students’ Relationships with Their Parents and
Past Daily Life Experiences Affect Their Future Family Prospects?

Tokinari WATANABE" and Shinji IMAKAWA!

This study aimed to reveal the formation state of university students’ future family prospects and to deter-
mine how the impact of their relationships with their parents and past daily life experiences affect these pros-
pects. The following results were obtained: (1) University students have relatively clear expectations and hopes
for their future family formation, but are not very concerned with their future family lives. (2) Students with
good parental relationships and who have had abundant life experiences are likelier to form a view of their
future family. Further, forming views of one’s future family and lifestyle facilitates the construction of their
future family prospects. (3) Family views were categorized into four types: non-interference, collaboration-
oriented, independence-oriented, and omnidirectional-oriented. Lifestyle views were categorized into five types:
self-growth-oriented, social relationships-oriented, self-oriented, theory-oriented, and indifferent. (4) University
students’ perceptions of their future family prospects differed depending on the types of family and lifestyle

views they hold.
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